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� Meeting information, Program 

�� June Junior minutes, Refreshment schedule, 

Program schedule 

�� June meeting minutes, Fair tasks/assignments 


� Virgin Valley and Bruneau trip 

�� Virgin Valley trip continued 

�� Intarsia class pictures 

�� Contact Information 

Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club 
Meeting  

 
Aug 1 at 7 pm 

 
Program/ Bragging table:  Summer 

trips/show and tell 
 

Refreshments : Ralph Eichner, Evelyn 
Cataldo, Norm and Loretta Massey 

 
Juniors Meeting: Aug 14th 
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Program:  Share your summer trip 

This is your chance to show pictures, rocks, 
and/or stories about your collecting trips 
this summer. Please come and share 
information with others or show off a 
purchase from a show. 

HOT NEWS:  
The summer picnic is September 
22nd at Steve Shoemaker's home. 
Plan to bring some items to 
auction off and have a great time. 
The next issue will have 
information and more details. 
Steve will need to borrow some 
items: grill, tables, canopies, and 
he will need extra hands to setup 
and tear down.  

Our Sincere Sympathy to: 
 
Judi Allison and her family for their loss of 
Roger Allison. Roger passed away on Saturday, 
June 23 after a long downhill slide from a 
number of medical problems. Although he wasn't 
able to actively participate for a period of time, 
he loved the hobby and the friends he made.   
 
The Anderson family on their loss of Marilyn 
Anderson. Marilyn was a member of the Marcus 
Whitman Club in Walla Walla. 
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LAKESIDE JUNIOR CLUB 
NEXT MEETING 
 
Banner Bank, 203 W. First Ave 
Kennewick, WA 
Officers: 
President : Jeffrey Spinner 
V. President : Michaela Coleman 
Secretary : Ashley Engleman 
Advisors: 
Steve Shoemaker 
Leona George 
Amy Coleman 
Maria Weis 
 
Lakeside Junior Rock Club Minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program next time will be on peridot by Jennifer 
Kaskie and our activity will be to glue petrified 
wood to cards to sell at the fair.  
 
Submitted by Ashley Engleman 

 
 
 

Refreshment reminder: 
 
September: Tina Murphy, Rosalie Faubion 
and Pat Harmon 
 
October: Marylou Omstead, Ron Passage 
and Pat Lambert 
 
November: Carol Cole, Kerry Norton and 
Larry Hulstrom 
 
December: Party! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Program Schedule 
 
September 5 Open please make suggestions at 
 August meeting 
 
September 22 Picnic & Auction 
 
October 3 Fossil Presentation from John Day 
 Fossil Beds 
 
November 7 Project of the Year 
 
Silent Auction to be scheduled next year 
 

Minutes from June 12, 2007 
 
Michaela Coleman called the meeting to order.   
 
New Business: We are getting ready for the fair.  
Floyd George has petrified wood for wood cards to 
sell.  If you can work at the fair or want to put in a 
case, please call Mrs. George at 783-4262. 
 
Our program was learning about different kinds of 
Quartz, given by Amy Coleman.  Our activity was 
making paper quartz crystals. 
 
Our birthdays for the month of June and July were: 
Hope Liston June 10th 
Jesse Liston July 7th 
Cynthia Trejo July 9th 
They received a nice surprise.  Our door prize 
winner was Michaela Coleman.  
 
All our members who attended received quartz 
crystals from China that were donated by Don 
Snyder. 
 
We will have new officer’s elections in Oct.  Start 
thinking about who would be a good president, vice 
president and secretary. 
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Fair Committee Meeting 

Update on tasks 
 

Mary Lou Omstead would bring the cash boxes 
to the Fairgrounds each morning and she would 
help work the last shift in the evening and take 
the cash boxes home with her. 
Ralph Eichner has agreed to be in charge of 
delivering the grab bags to the Fairgrounds as 
needed, case, and help with setup and tear down.  
Floyd George reported that we do have enough 
rocks tumbled for the grab bags, and help with 
setup and teardown, case .   
Leona George will pick up the admission tickets 
at the Fairgrounds for distribution to the booth 
sitters.   
Pat Lambert volunteered to call members of the 
Fair Committee as needed. 
Pat Harmon will help with the booth and setup 
a case. 
Kevin Newcomb will setup a case and help 
setup and tear down. 
  
MaryLou and Frank Omstead will setup a 
case. 
Norm and Loretta Massey will help with the 
booth. 
Patricia Richardson will help with the booth. 
Pat Lambert and Max Hatfield will help with 
the booth. 
Dave Westland will setup a case and help with 
close. 
 
 We do need someone to step forward and 
agree to be in charge of booth set-up and take-
down.  If you are willing to take on this task or 
have not signed up to help with the Fair and 
would like to participate, please call Ron Passage 
at 967-5189.  Also, there will be a sign-up sheet 
at the August meeting for helping at the Fair. 
  

Lakeside Gem and Mineral  
Meeting minutes 
June 6th, 2007 
The meeting was opened at 7:05p.m. by Steve 
Shoemaker.   
Marylou Omstead gave the treasurer's  report.  It 
was then approved. 
Old Business:  Sign up if you want to get the 
Geode. Leona is trying to get caught up on 
them.   
Fair:  Need help for set up and take down. 
Visitor's were: Ron and Donald Bradley, and 
Virginia Mauer. 
Info for new members: We have a monthly 
Bragging Table and a Selling Table for all 
members to sell  Silent Auction items before the 
meeting and during refreshment time.  When the 
program starts,  we stop. 
Door prizes were won by Ron Bradley, Eva 
Jenson and Patricia Richardson. 
Rod Coler introduced the speaker for the 
evening--Bruce Bjornstad.  His topic was very 
interesting  "Ice Age Floods".  He has written a 
book on the topic, which he had copies  of  for 
sale at the meeting. Several people took 
advantage of the opportunity to get an 
autographed copy. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,      
Patricia Richardson 
 
Cabbing class notice 
!!! August Cabbing Class CANCELLED !!!!  

Due to the small number of individuals who 
signed-up and conflicts with the federation 
show and other activities, we are canceling the 
August class and will reschedule it for later in 
the year or setup individual sessions. If you 
want to learn to cab contact Steve ( 521-5623 ).  

Workshop nights will still be held to practice 
cabbing or to finish your intarsia projects. 
Contact Mary Lou ( 830-1705 ), if you are 
 planning on attending one of the shop nights. 
The schedule nights this month are Tuesday and 
Wednesday August 21 and 22 from 5:30 - 9:30.  
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Looks like everyone is ready to get some opal. 
 
 
The next day it was decided that we would work 
the tailings at the Bonanza Opal mine. The fee 
was $45.00 each and a $2.00 fee for a rake 
rental. I personally would not recommend 
wasting your money or time there as the tailings 
are so poor that I found only a small handful of 
broken chips in about four hours of work. I did 
not see any others that where doing better except 
for one person who found a one small piece with 
color in it. I would assume that the tailing piles 
are not replenished on a regular basis and they 
are picked really clean.  The samples that were 
shown to us to represent what you can find there 
were, perhaps, misleading. Offer to just spend 
your money to purchase some of their 
specimens, at least you will have something to 
show for your money besides breathing dust and 
finding broken chips that are so small that they 
will fit into a one ounce gold bottle. Continued 
on page 5 
 
 

 
A little R & R after collecting opal. 

Virgin Valley and Bruneau trip 
 
 
This Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club field trip 
was hosted by Dom and Evelyn Cataldo to 
Virgin Valley and Bruneau wood pile. 
Our caravan left June 11, 2007, from 
Kennewick, Washington. The weather that day 
and throughout our trip was, to say, outstanding, 
sunny, blue skies, not too hot or too cold. Our 
first day of travel took us to Rome, Oregon a 
small but pleasant spot to stop and spend the 
night. We were up early the next day and 
continued the trip to Virgin Valley opal mines. 
The desert scenery was spectacular - the 
mountains always looming in the distance over 
the flat sagebrush dominated flats. We soon 
arrived at Denio Junction, where we turned to the 
west to complete our trip to Virgin Valley . The 
campground was a dry camp that was occupied 
by people from all over the United States.  
The Virgin Valley is a popular spot.  The camp 
had a natural spring, swimming pool, shower, 
and a freeze-proof valve. You can thank a local 
Boy Scout troop and their hard work for helping 
to restore this valuable resource for you and I to 
use for free. 
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Virgin Valley continued 
 

 
 

The following day we proceeded to the Rainbow 
Ridge Opal Mine. Our host had the good sense to 
reserve our load piles on the first day 
reservations were available in the spring.  Dom 
and Evelyn have been coming here since the 
early seventies and their experience was 
appreciated. Some visitors at the campground 
waited more than a week for a chance at finding 
a beautiful opal from a delivered load. Each day 
10 loads are delivered at $400.00 a pile. Those 
not wanting to take a chance at this cost, can 
work the tailing piles for a fee close to that of the 
Bonanza and find much more in a shorter time. 
In my opinion, take the chance of the delivered 
load cost. If you are really lucky, you will be 
rewarded with a fantastic find that can provide 
you with glimmering reds, greens, and blues 
flashing in the sun light as you examine your 
prized specimen.  
Please be aware that you still take a chance that 
your pile may not produce that desired specimen 
that you had in mind, but most did that day. The 
young owners of the Rainbow Ridge Opal Mine 
are courteous and very helpful and should be 
given credit for a well run business that could 
provide the excitement of a find. There was a 
comment made that since the Cash and Treasures 
tv show, they have had a problem with some 
people thinking that they can spend $400.00 and 
come away with thousands of dollars of precious 
opal and complain when they don’t. The owners 
are thinking about closing for an undisclosed 
amount of time. This would be a loss to those 
wanting a great place to recreate.   
Early the next morning found us back on the 
road headed for Bruneau Idaho and the Bruneau 
Wood Pile ( Lake Bonneville ). We stayed at a 
very nice newer park on the Striker  

Reservoir located near the Snake River for 12 
dollars a night. The very short drive the next 
day provided us with many good finds of 
petrified wood located below four feet of rock 
hard ash. This means you work for what you 
get. The surface still provides small wood 
float, fish vertebra, small fossil bones, and a 
good chance to see many small and large 
lizards and if you are lucky an occasional 
horned toad. These petrified finds are aged at 
about 14,000 years (see a source on the history 
of Lake Bonneville ). The trip had now come 
to an end for most of the caravan as they had to 
return home.  We stayed a few more days and 
enjoyed the Bruneau sand dunes and the 
Bruneau Overlook at Bruneau Canyon .  
Northern Nevada and Southern Idaho provide a 
memory of natural beauty that will draw you 
back. I know I will return and explore new 
areas to rockhound and recreate in. 
  
Thanks to our hosts for a trip of a life time. 
 Max L. Hatfield & Pat A Lambert  
 

 
Collecting at Bruneau. 

 
Virgin Valley Gang Hightails It 

 
Denio Junction, NV – Dust clouds were seen to 
the east as the Virgin Valley Gang left the 
CCC campground with their loot.  One of the 
Gang members was overheard saying that they 
would be back next year – same place, same 
time.  Information has been obtained that the 
Virgin Valley Gang will display their loot at 
the Braggin’ Table in Kennewick, Washington. 
via Cataldo Express News 
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 Judi choosing a kit for intarsia. 
 

Some 
assembly 
required... 

One stage of the assembly process requires grinding 
two pieces to straight edges which can be glued to 
generate a pattern. 

Bert at the Genie. 
Some finished pieces from the intarsia class. 
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Adopt-A-Highway: Cyndy Sharer 

Door Prizes & Speakers Gifts: help wanted  

Field Trips: help wanted  

Historian & website: Doug Staudt 

Membership: Leona George  

Program: Jane Moore  

Refreshments: Pat Richardson 

Sunshine: Pat Harmon 

WSMC Delegates: Jerry & Chris Sorensen 

 LIFE MEMBERS: Floyd & Leona George 
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American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

(AFMS) http://www.amfed.org 

 

Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

(NFMS) http://www.amfed.org/nfms 

 

Washington State Mineral Council (WSMC)  

http://www.mineralcouncil.org/ 

 

             
 

 

LAKESIDE GEM & MINERAL CLUB, INC.  
 

KENNEW ICK, WASHINGTON  
 
THE GEODE is the official monthly bulletin of 
the Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club, Inc.  
Regular meetings are held the first Wednesday of 
each month (except July & December) at The 
Banner Bank, 203 West First Ave., Kennewick, 
WA.  The purpose of the club is to promote 
activities of mutual interest for collecting and 
displaying of gems and minerals.  All 
correspondence should be addressed to 
LAKESIDE GEM & MINERAL CLUB, INC., 
PO Box 6652, Kennewick, WA. 99336-0603.  
Permission is granted to reprint articles from THE 
GEODE, provided that the appropriate credit is 
given. 
 
The editor email address is: 
lakesidegemandmineral@yahoo.com 
 
The club website is www.lsgmc.org 
 
Dues:  Effective for Year 2007 
Annual Membership: $15.00 per family OR $10.00 per 
person OR $3.00 per Junior Club member  
The Geode (subscription only): $5.00 (restrictions apply) 
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��	��	����������  

President:  Ron Passage     967-5189 

Vice President:  Steve Shoemaker    545-0522 

Secretary:    Judi Allison   541-922-6284 

Treasurer:    Mary Lou Omstead   509-882-1703 

Director:    Leona George   783-4262 

Director:  Evelyn Cataldo   628-0170 

Past President: Ralph Eichner    582-9017 
 

���������	
Bulletin Editor: Chris Sorensen   392-1362 

Federation: Larry Hulstrom    783-6210  

Junior Club Leaders: Amy Coleman & Maria Weiss 

Junior Club advisor: Leona George   783-4262 

       Steve Shoemaker   545-0522 
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Pat Lambert found some wood in this hole! 


