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�� Meeting information, Program 

�� May Junior Minutes, Bickleton trip 

�� May Meeting Minutes, Thank you 

�� June Field trip, Fair and Board meeting 

�� Rock swap, cab class 

�� Fire safety 

�� Contact Information 

 

Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club 
Meeting  

 
June 6 at 7 pm 

 
Program:  Ice Age Floods 

 
Bragging Table: Bring an item you 

found on a field trip 
 

Refreshments : Dale Eliason, Tammy 
Marra, Art Rediske 

 
Juniors Meeting: June 12th 

������ ����		

� �
�
�����

������������
�	�����

	�����
�
�����

���
���
���	��
�������	��

 

Program:  Ice age floods 

A presentation on the Ice Age Floods 
will be provided by Bruce Bjornstad.  
He has written the following book:  On 
the Trail of the Ice Age Floods: A 
Geological Field Guide to the Mid 
Columbia Basin, Keokee Publishing 
Inc., Sandpoint, Idaho, 307p (2006).  A 
representative field trip guide, "Ice Age 
Floods Features in the Vicinity of the 
Pasco Basin and Hanford Reach 
National Monument", for this area is 
available on the web: 
http://agg.pnl.gov/projects/iafi.2002.pdf, 
was also produced by Bruce. 

 

Information on the Ice Age Institute, 
education, and activites can be found at: 
http://www.iafi.org/ 

REMINDER:  
There will not be a July Geode. 
 
There will not be a July Meeting. 
 
Intarsia class is on July 21 & 22. 
There is still room available for the 
Sunday class. Contact Jerry Sorensen 
(392-1363) for information. 
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LAKESIDE JUNIOR CLUB 
NEXT MEETING 
 
Banner Bank, 203 W. First Ave 
Kennewick, WA 
Officers: 
President : Jeffrey Spinner 
V. President : Michaela Coleman 
Secretary : Ashley Engleman 
Advisors: 
Steve Shoemaker 
Leona George 
Amy Coleman 
Maria Weis 
 
Lakeside Junior Rock Club Minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bickleton Trip  
 
On Saturday May 5th, a caravan of about 20 cars 
left Richland headed for the Bickleton area to look 
for carnelian agate.  We picked up three more cars 
in Mabton and snaked our way up the hill south 
out of Mabton.  The line of cars seemed like it 
went on forever but we all eventually ended up at 
the site and found one other club member already 
there.  By my estimation, there were at least 50 
adults and junior club members that piled out of 
the menagerie of vehicles, making this trip the all 
time record for the number of times that I have 
gone to this site over the years.   
After showing everyone examples of what to look 
for, everyone was let loose to roam through the 
field and wooded area.  We met back at the 
vehicles at 1 PM to have lunch and show each 
other the treasures they had found and swap 
stories.  From all accounts, it looked like everyone 
had found some agates and other keepsakes that 
were headed home with them.  All in all, the 
weather cooperated and I believe everyone had a 
good time. 
 
Larry Hulstrom 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Hunt continues. 

 

 

On May 8th, the junior club met. We welcomed 
many new people who signed at the show. We had a 
couple of members who shared information about 
field trip and showed some specimens.  
We had a presentation on opal by Ashley 
Engelman. We learned that opal is not really a 
mineral, but a mineraloid. We also learned that the 
majority (95%) of opals come from Australia. Opals 
contain a high concentration of water and should 
not be out of water for more than a couple hours. 
There are two mines in the US; one in Spencer, 
Idaho and one in Virgin Valley, Nevada. Ashley 
brought specimens her family had dug at Spencer. 
Congratulations to Autumn Lunders for winning the 
top junior case at the show. 
Just a reminder: we will be doing the fair in August 
and we need people to help out at the booth. 
 
 

 
Everyone anxious to get started. 
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Lakeside Meeting 

May 2, 2007 

  

The meeting was opened  at 7 p.m. by Ron Passage, 

President. 

The treasurer's report was given by Marylou Omstead. 

Ron welcomed our visitors: Norman St. John, Mary Jo 

and Dick Moen, Vicky Ritenour, Louisa Gerritson, Dan 

Niswick, Eva Jenson, Jackie Mayfield, Mickey 

Madden, Kirk Williams, Ron and Irene Northey, Marvin 

Banger, Ron and Trish Brown, Licinda Stroud, and 

Mike and Elaine Korenko. 

A total of 27 families joined since the rock show, field 

trip to Bickleton, and thru the Sr. and Jr. May 

meetings..  

Dave Westland and Linda Spinner, co chairs of the 

rock show, were asked their opinions on the show.  

Dave appreciated the members efforts; while Linda 

said the children's section was great. The new cabbing 

machines on the demo table were enjoyed by all. The 

machine is a special price for members, if people want 

to order one. 

The NW Federation meeting, held in conjunction with 

the rock show, was reported on by Larry Hulstrom.  

They had 45 Federation members present, from 30 

different clubs. Next month, Larry will give more details 

of their talks. Linda explained for the visitors what the 

Federation is. 

Marylou announced that the club room in the Banner 

Bank is reserved for cabbing sessions on  August 4 

and 5. 

There is no meeting in July. This meeting is carried 

over this year to Sept. 22 at Steve Shoemaker's home.  

Hopefully, the picnic and auction will be more 

enjoyable if it is not so hot. 

Jane Moore announced that a program is needed for 

August. 

The Hatrockhound club show is June 2 and 3.  They 

need more demos, if anyone desires to help contact 

Judi. 

People can sign up for Federation membership, if 

desired. They are $6 each. 

Jerry Sorensen: There is room for more in the Intarsia 

class on July 21 and 22.  

Charley Mourar thanked everyone for prayers and 

support during his illness. You are welcome, Charley. 

 

Ron closed the meeting at 8:40 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  Patricia Bichardson 

 

 
Thank you! 
Thanks to all volunteers on Saturday morning who 

helped keep our section of I-82 clean. The ten of us 

were able to do the job in two hours; once everyone 

got to the site—traffic was backed up due to a truck 

accident. This wasn’t a problem for me, however—I 

took the Prosser exit by mistake  and luckily was able 

to back track using a highway patrol turn around, 

missing all the delay!  

The find of the day was awarded to Kerry Norton for 

his booklet “You Suck”. This book has removable 

notes, so you can let those whom have wronged you 

know how you really feel.  A hot McDonald’s lunch 

was had by all. Thank you to: Ralph Eichner, Ron 

Passage, Frank Bailey, Cyndy Sharer, Bev 

Schroeder, Mary Lou Omstead, Darrin Harris, and 

Dale and Elizabeth Eliason.  

 

Cyndy Sharer 

Highway Cleanup 
 
VERY SPECIAL THANKS 

  

The Junior Rock Club extends their "VERY SPECIAL 

THANKS" to the following for their help with our booth 

at the April Show: Amy, Michaela & Dessie Coleman, 

Mrs.Kasko & Darien , Mike,Cain, Daniel & Patrick 

Aronson, Lauren Norman, Jay & Drew Irwin, Melinda 

Holden, Jeffrey & Paul Spinner, Tina & Kara 

Newcomb,Max Hatfield & Pat Lambert Chris 

Sorensen, Sara Longan, Tina Murphy, Beverly 

Schroeder and June Sumpter. 

 

Leona George & Steve Shoemaker 
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JUNE FIELD TRIP 
June 11th through June 17th 

 
The Cataldos are leading a field trip to Virgin Valley for 
black opal and on to the Bruneau Wood Pile for petrified 
wood.  The April Geode featured an article on Virgin 
Valley opal and the planned trip.  If you need additional 
information, please call the Cataldos at 628-0170.  For 
those of you who have already signed up for the trip, 
please meet with Evelyn and Dom during the 
refreshment break at the June meeting.  They have a 
trip itinerary and information to pass out.  If you are not 
going to be at the meeting, call the Cataldos and they will 
get the information to you. 
 

Fair Committee Meeting 
May 21, 2007 

The Fair Committee held their first meeting.  It was 
decided that Mary Lou Omstead would bring the cash 
boxes to the Fairgrounds each morning and she would 
help work the last shift in the evening and take the cash 
boxes home with her.  Ralph Eichner has agreed to be in 
charge of delivering the grab bags to the Fairgrounds as 
needed.  Floyd George reported that we do have enough 
rocks tumbled for the grab bags.  Leona George will pick 
up the admission tickets at the Fairgrounds for distribution 
to the booth sitters.  Ron Passage and Larry Hulstrom will 
compile the schedule for the booth sitters.  Pat Lambert 
volunteered to call members of the Fair Committee as 
needed.  We appear to have enough people that have 
agreed to set up a display that we will not need any further 
recruitment in that area.  We do need someone to step 
forward and agree to be in charge of booth set-up and 
take-down.  If you are willing to take on this task, please 
call Ron Passage at 967-5189.  If you have not signed up 
to help with the Fair and would like to participate, please 
call Ron Passage at 967-5189.  Also, there will be a sign-
up sheet at the June meeting for helping at the Fair. 
 

Board Meeting 
May 21, 2007 

It was determined that a quorum of Board Members were 
present.  
Old Business:  The Treasurer reported that not all bills 
have been received for the April Show.   
  Field Trip report of 50 to 60 people went to Saddle 
Mountain for petrified wood and about 75 people 
participated in the field trip to Bickleton for agate.  The 
June field trip is to Virgin Valley for precious opal. 

  Steve Shoemaker is contacting Kevin 
Newcomb for information on the July field 
trip. 
  There was confusion at the last meeting 
concerning the Sales Table and the rules.  
The Editor will reprint the rules and we 
will have a sign on the table indicating 
“Sales Table” and one for the “Braggin’ 
Table”. 
  Federation directories will be available at 
the June meeting for $6.00 each. 
New Business: With the increase in 
membership, we need to determine if we 
need to purchase additional chairs for the 
meeting room.  Also, the meeting room set-
up was discussed.  Board members and 
volunteers are to meet at 6:15, prior to the 
meeting, to attempt a new set-up of the 
room. 
  The June program is on the Ice Age 
Floods.  The Board has decided that we 
will contact the representative from the 
John Day Fossil beds that was at our April 
Show and see if he would be willing to 
travel to the Tri-Cities and give a program 
for the Club.  We will offer to pay his 
travel expenses. 
In conjunction with the cab making class, 
Steve Shoemaker has purchased carrying 
cases for the lapidary machines, two 
folding tables and plastic table coverings.  
A motion was made, seconded and passed 
to authorize Steve to purchase a 4 inch trim 
saw, extension cords, dop pot and dop wax 
so that all equipment would be available 
for a student to go from slab to cab.  All 
donations from the cab class will be used to 
replace supplies. 
  It was decided that we should attempt to 
put together a contact list of club members 
that are willing to help other club members 
acquire skills and knowledge. 
 
Meeting Adjourned. 
Evelyn Cataldo 
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Lakeside’s First Rock Swap and 
Pool Party 
 
Saturday, July 14th , From 1:00-4:00 
Steve Shoemaker’s house, 296 Paradise 
Drive in Burbank 
Be sure and pick up a flyer at the next 
meeting with a map, or call Steve at 521-
5623 for directions. Bring rocks, snacks, and 
stories to share and trade. This is a chance 
to clean out your garage or add to your 
collection. The JRs have a lot of rocks 
donated, so kids bring your buckets. To cool 
off, the pool will be open for swimming.  
Parents must stay with their kids while they 
are in the pool. We will not have a lifeguard 
on duty.  
 
 

Cabochon Class 
Our first Cabochon Class was held Saturday 
May 19, 2007, with Steve Shoemaker as 
instructor. Six club members attended and 
had a chance to try out our four new flat lap 
machines for the class. The class started 
with some paper work, we have a new 
“Liability Release Form” for club members to 
sign before working with lapidary equipment 
at a club sponsored event or a class.  
We also set a suggested donation rate for 
classes at $5 per hour, so the 4 hour class 
collected $20 per student to offset 
equipment cost and to help pay for future 
replacement discs when needed.   
We plan on adding a dop pot and trim saw 
to our equipment list, so we will be able to 
have everything needed for cabbing. The 
class covered: safety, material selection, 
preparation of piece, pre-form, machine 
care, and the steps to cabbing.  It was a lot 
of material and the group plans to continue 
practicing. We are working on setting up a 
location and time schedule to make the 
equipment available for club members to 
use as a workshop time to finish projects 
and to give more people a chance to try the 
new machines.  

If you missed this class, we are 
scheduling another one on Aug 4 & 5 
from 1:00 -5:00 each day at Banner Bank 
in Kennewick.  
The suggested donation for the class 
would be $20 per day. You can attend 
one or both days. Some people thought 
having more time in the class would be 
helpful.  
We already have 5 members signed up, 
so be sure and get your name on the list 
at the next meeting.  
by Steve Shoemaker 
 
 
Federation News 
The 1st Vice President of the NFMS has 
requested that Lakeside host the Mid 
Year Meeting again in 2008. The 
relatively central location works well for 
those wishing to attend the meeting.  The 
dates for the 2008 Lakeside Show will be 
April 19 and 20.  Mark your calendar!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Hulstrom's finds at Bickleton. Picture provided by 
Larry Hulstrom. 



����������������������������������������	�
����� 	�
�����	�
�����	�
����� 6����

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fluorescent bulbs 
 
Some of the bulbs currently being sold 
as “black lights” emit NO ultraviolet light - 
they are simply conventional light bulbs 
with purple glass.  I suppose there is no 
legal definition of “black light”, so the 
vendors are free to call them that, and 
they’re useless for mineral fluorescence.  
I’ve tried some of the brightest LW 
fluorescent minerals (hyalite, fluorite, 
sodalite) with these things and have 
seen no response whatsoever.  Be 
careful what you buy.  In particular I 
suggest you stay away from party stores 
and instead go to a hardware or lighting 
store and purchase either Philips or GE 
BLB tubes - those are the real thing. 
 
 
Earl R. Verbeek, Resident Geologist 
Sterling Hill Mining Museum 
 
 

Fire Safety : Flammable Liquids (Cutting 
Oils) 
1. Lortone Premium Lapidary Cutting Oil: 
Flash point 265 degrees ( per manufacturer ) 
2. ROC Oil: 
Flash point 275 degrees 
 
What type of Fire Extinguisher is needed for 
protection for a flammable liquid fire such as 
Cutting Oil? 
N.F.P.A. recommends a Class "B" 
Extinguisher involving flammable liquids, such 
as cutting oil & gasoline. 
Most cutting oils have a flash point between 
265 degrees F. to 325 degrees F.( Two 
examples above) The higher flash point 
makes them safer to use. 
Store the oil in approved containers, 1 pint to 
5 gallons can be stored in glass or approved 
plastic. 
Metal cans or drums are required for larger 
amounts. 
One of the Fire Chiefs in the Tri- Cities 
recommended a 2A-10BC Extinguisher. This 
will put out combustible & flammable liquids 
fire. 
In checking the prices for an extingusher: 
1. Home Depot- $ 23.95 
2. Wal Mart- $ 25.44 
Install the Fire Extinguisher near an exit door 
way so it forces you to go to the door & get 
the fire extinguisher, turn around & look at the 
fire & decide if you think you can put it out. 
Call 911 before putting out the fire, incase you 
can't put it out their on the way.  
More information at 
http://www.ci.richland.wa.us/richland/fire/index
.cfm?PageNum=39 
By:Pres. Ron Passage 
 

 
From Crystal Clips V. 
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Adopt-A-Highway: Cyndy Sharer 

Door Prizes & Speakers Gifts: help wanted  

Field Trips: help wanted  

Historian & website: Doug Staudt 

Membership: Leona George  

Program: Jane Moore  

Refreshments: Pat Richardson 

Sunshine: Pat Harmon 

WSMC Delegates: Jerry & Chris Sorensen 

 LIFE MEMBERS: Floyd & Leona George 
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American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

(AFMS) http://www.amfed.org 

 

Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

(NFMS) http://www.amfed.org/nfms 

 

Washington State Mineral Council (WSMC)  

http://www.mineralcouncil.org/ 

 

             
 

 

LAKESIDE GEM & MINERAL CLUB, INC.  
 

KENNEWICK, WASHINGTON  
 
THE GEODE is the official monthly bulletin of 
the Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club, Inc.  
Regular meetings are held the first Wednesday of 
each month (except July & December) at The 
Banner Bank, 203 West First Ave., Kennewick, 
WA.  The purpose of the club is to promote 
activities of mutual interest for collecting and 
displaying of gems and minerals.  All 
correspondence should be addressed to 
LAKESIDE GEM & MINERAL CLUB, INC., 
PO Box 6652, Kennewick, WA. 99336-0603.  
Permission is granted to reprint articles from THE 
GEODE, provided that the appropriate credit is 
given. 
 
The editor email address is: 
lakesidegemandmineral@yahoo.com 
 
The club website is www.lsgmc.org 
 
Dues:  Effective for Year 2007 
Annual Membership: $15.00 per family OR $10.00 per 
person OR $3.00 per Junior Club member  
The Geode (subscription only): $5.00 (restrictions apply) 
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President:  Ron Passage     967-5189 

Vice President:  Steve Shoemaker    545-0522 

Secretary:    Judi Allison   541-922-6284 

Treasurer:    Mary Lou Omstead   509-882-1703 

Director:    Leona George   783-4262 

Director:  Evelyn Cataldo   628-0170 

Past President: Ralph Eichner    582-9017 
 

���������	
Bulletin Editor: Chris Sorensen   392-1362 

Federation: Larry Hulstrom    783-6210  

Junior Club Leaders: Amy Coleman & Maria Weiss 

Junior Club advisor: Leona George   783-4262 

       Steve Shoemaker   545-0522 
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Lunch time break at Bickleton to check out our finds with part of the group. 

Picture from Larry Hulstrom. 


