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� Meeting information 

�� Juniors November meeting information. Sulfur 

�� Contest winners 


� December summary 

�� Gingerbread 

�� About a member 

�� Contact and club Information 

 

Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club 
meeting will be 

January 2nd at 7 pm. 
 
 

Refreshments: Kirk Williams, Mary 
Ann Benny, Yvonne Legare, Jane 

Moore 
 
 

Junior club meeting is  
January 8th at 6:30 pm. 
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January program:  
"Geological model of Washington" by 
Washington state geologist Jack Powell 

from the Department of Natural Resources. 
Jack's program will start at the beginning of 

the meeting, so plan to get there before 7 
pm so you can enjoy the entire program. 

 
 

Bragging table: Bring a rock from 
Washington to show off after the program. 
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LAKESIDE JUNIOR CLUB 
NEXT MEETING: January 8th, 2008 
Banner Bank, 203 W. First Ave 
Kennewick, WA 
 
President :Michaela Coleman 
V. President : Darian Reining 
Secretary : Syerria Stanney 
Advisors: 
Steve Shoemaker 
Leona George 
Amy Coleman 
Maria Weis 
 
 
November 13th, 2007 
Junior Minutes 
 
Noah Nelson, Daria Olson, and Jacob Olson 
thank you for your wonderful reports. Thank 
you Mr.Synder for the agates. Our next badge 
will be on lapidary arts. You can decorate a 
rock however you want. Our next meeting will 
be on tuesday the eighth. 
 
I would advise your children to wear painting 
clothes. We will be doing crafts that can be 
messy. If you are able to bring a snack that 
would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Any cookies, crackers, soda or juice would be 
good for the meeting. 
 
by Syerria Stanney 
 
 

Mineral of the Month 
Sulfur by Noah Nelson 
 
My name is Noah Nelson and tonight I'm going 
to talk about sulfur, the mineral of the month.  
 
Sulfur is a native element and is a valuable 
mineral. It is also poisonous. 
 
It gets its color because it is idiochromatic; this 
means it can only absorb certain light rays. 
Sulfur can burn unlike most minerals, but it has 
an unpleasent smell when it is burnt. It can be 
found around hot springs and volcanoes. Sulfur 
can be different colors but it is usually bright 
yellow. Sulfur can be used for many things 
such as rubber, sulfuric acid, batteries, 
detergent, and much more.  
 
The word sulfur comes from the latin word 
sulfurium. You might be interested to know 
that it rains sulfuric acid on the planet Venus. 
Now you know a little about sulfur. 
 
Thank you does anyone have any questions? 
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Plaques were presented at the Christmas party to November awardees:  

Marvin Barger, Randy Cannon, and Pat Snyder. 
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February 6: Kennewick man 
 
March 5: Picture rocks 
 
April 2: Silver smithing 
 
May 7: Silent Auction 
 
June 4: Ugly Rock Contest 
 
July: No meeting 
 
August 6: John Day Fossil Beds 
 
September : Picnic and Auction  
 
October 1: All about thundereggs 
 
November 5: Project of the year 
 
December : Christmas Party  
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Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club  
Sunday, December 9, 2007 
 
Around sixty people braved the weather 
(although the snow didn’t start until our party 
had begun) to take part in the annual Lakeside 
Christmas Party.  Great food and great company 
always add up to a good time had by all.   
Along with our “good eats” we had a variety of 
activities to keep the party going.  The winners 
of the November “Project of the Year” contest 
were presented their plaques.  We had a nice 
selection of door prizes for a number of lucky 
winners.   
Myrene Northey showed she could keep up with 
the “new and improved” Chicken Dance by 
winning the contest. She was the recipient of a 
mighty cool looking chicken (and sounding).  
Heather Moon got a pat on the back as the 
mathematician by figuring out the “tumbler 
trivia”, while Bryan Schroeder won the second 
prize with a “luck of the draw” against ten other 
second closest guessers.  One of our guests 
showed all how to make a gingerbread house and 
took home the prize for that. 
We tried a new kind of gift exchange this year 
that involved the necessity of knowing your right 
from your left.  One would think we’d have that 
figured out as adults, but it appeared to be a 
challenge to many.  At any rate, everyone who 
took part eventually received a gift other than the 
one they had brought. 
Thanks to all who helped make the party a 
success by bringing food, helping to put things 
together and clean up, and simply coming and 
enjoying.   
s 
Secretary, Judi Allison 
 

 
 

Chimes 
 
Pat Richardson has some beautiful windchimes for 
sale ($15-45). 
 
Please contact her (967 - 9342) and take a look at 
them. 
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A few of the entries in the gingerbread house contest at the party. 

 
 

 
 

Our gingerbread contest winner, Virginia Mauer. 
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A Bit About Me – Judi Allison 
 
I guess I have always been interested in rocks in 
one way or another.  I remember as a child on 
our south central Montana ranch, climbing into 
the rock picker, and my excitement over finding 
the granite with the shiny mica in it.  My brother 
and I once found a cache of leaf fossils that we 
pulled out of the bank of our irrigation ditch by 
coffee cans and took to school.  We later tossed 
them out, as we had shown off what we found.  
Today that ditch is covered over with about ten 
feet of dirt!   
My Aunt Min was always showing off a tidbit or 
two she had found, and my Mom told about 
going to Crystal Park when it was just a grassy 
hillside.  She said she and her friends would 
walk along and kick the clear crystals aside, as 
they were looking for the amethyst.  Oh, to find 
one like that today! 
As an adult, my interest was rekindled when my 
second husband, Roger, and I found ourselves in 
a college Geology class together.  (A later in life 
in your 40’s experience.)  During that time, we 
took a trip to Canada and really enjoyed looking 
at the glaciers, the hidden valleys, and hanging 
circs and discovering the fact we could actually 
see how our earth was formed.  We came back 
via Phillipsburg, Montana, and stopped at Gem 
Mountain.  Since this was a belated honeymoon, 
I had a couple of the stones put into “a belated 
engagement ring”.  (I have since replaced those 
two small stones with a .92 caret one we found 
on a subsequent trip.) 
Rog and I joined the club in Livingston, 
Montana in 1992. 
We later also became members of the Bozeman 
Club.  As seems to be my lot in life, I served as 
secretary in those two clubs. 
In 1998, when Northwest Newsletter Editor, Bill 
Luke, asked for volunteers to design and build a 
website for the federation, we volunteered to 
help.  Well, our “We’ll help”, turned into “We 
are it.”  We had great fun designing the thing and 
Rog maintained it until 2004 when his health 
would no longer allow him to do so. 

We also got quite involved with the workings 
of the Federation and have met some great 
friends over the years.  I am currently the Show 
Coordinator for the Federation.  Fancy title, for 
a simple job: clubs send me the information for 
their shows and I send it along to the 
Newsletter, website and three magazines. 
One of my favorite rock trips was to Nevada.  
We were armed with an old Rock and Gem 
Magazine with an article titled “Out from 
Tonopah” and a book borrowed from a friend 
that was copyrighted in 1976.  We actually 
found everything we were looking for.  Around 
Tonopah, we found obsidian, gnarly petrified 
bark, jasper, calcite and opalized wood.  We 
drove up toward an old marble quarry near 
Fallon and found zeolites and pink opal nodules 
in the Las Vegas area.  Our poor little car 
groaned on the way home, but we had a great 
time! 
In 2000, we moved to Hermiston because of its 
lower elevation and Rog could breathe better 
here.  We immediately joined the 
Hatrockhounds and a couple years later decided 
to also join the Lakeside Club.  Because of 
Rog’s failing health, we didn’t get out too 
much, but we did go down to Texas Springs, 
Nevada for the All Rockhound Rendezvous in 
2003.  We stayed in a motel and I went out 
digging with Don Outhet while Rog and Gloria 
tried their luck in the casinos.  I think it is a 
tossup who came out ahead – the rockhounds 
or the gamblers.  If you can make it, you should 
definitely try to go on the trip planned for this 
next May. 
We bought a house in Umatilla in 2001, and I 
continue to work as a Child/Family Advocate 
for Umatilla-Morrow Head Start. 
I lost Rog this June, but know he would be 
happy to see me get out and go as much as 
possible, so that is my plan for the future. 
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Adopt-A-Highway: Cyndy Sharer 

Door Prizes & Speakers Gifts: Marvin Barger 

Field Trip: Rhea Bowerly, Mickey Madden, Heather 

Moon 

Historian & website: Doug Staudt, Larry Hulstrom 

Membership: Pat Lambert  

Program: Jane Moore, Chris Sorensen, Judi Allison, 

Bryan Schroeder  

Refreshments: Pat Richardson 

Sunshine: Pat Harmon 

WSMC Delegates: Jerry & Chris Sorensen 

 LIFE MEMBERS: Floyd & Leona George 
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American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

(AFMS) http://www.amfed.org 

 

Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

(NFMS) http://www.amfed.org/nfms 

 

Washington State Mineral Council (WSMC)  

http://www.mineralcouncil.org/ 

 

             
 

 

LAKESIDE GEM & MINERAL CLUB, INC.  
 

KENNEWICK, WASHINGTON  
 
THE GEODE is the official monthly bulletin of the 
Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club, Inc.  Regular meetings are 
held the first Wednesday of each month (except July & 
December) at The Banner Bank, 203 West First Ave., 
Kennewick, WA.  The purpose of the club is to promote 
activities of mutual interest for collecting and displaying of 
gems and minerals.  All correspondence should be 
addressed to LAKESIDE GEM & MINERAL CLUB, INC., 
PO Box 6652, Kennewick, WA. 99336-0603.  Permission is 
granted to reprint articles from THE GEODE, provided that 
the appropriate credit is given. 
 
The editor email address is: 
lakesidegemandmineral@yahoo.com 
 
The club website is www.lsgmc.org 
 
Dues:  Effective for Year 2008 
Annual Membership: $15.00 per family OR $10.00 per 
person OR $3.00 per Junior Club member  
The Geode (subscription only): $5.00 (restrictions apply) 
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President:  Ron Passage     967-5189 

Vice President:  Steve Shoemaker    545-0522 

Secretary:    Judi Allison   541-922-6284 

Treasurer:    Heather Moon  

Director:    Max Hatfield 

Director:  Evelyn Cataldo   628-0170 

Past President: Ralph Eichner    582-9017 
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Bulletin Editor: Chris Sorensen   392-1362 

Federation: Larry Hulstrom    783-6210  

Junior Club Leaders: Amy Coleman & Maria Weiss 

Junior Club advisor: Leona George   783-4262 

       Steve Shoemaker   545-0522 
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Some fish and crab that might be a little hard on the teeth (a treat from the Portland show). 


