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� Lucas Creek Adventure

� Club & Board Minutes

� Committee & Contact Information

Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club

****     Meeting: April 1 at 7 PM

****     Junior Club meeting:
      April 14 at 6:30 PM

****     April Board & Show M eeting
      Monday the 13th at Coldwell Bank

on Gage BLVD.
The board meeting will follow the

6:30 Show meeting.
All members are welcome!

April Bragging Table:

Holey rocks

April Program:

“Fossil Creatures
from the Sea”

Presented by  Evelyn Catldo

* Deadline for articles & pictures are the 15th of
each month. Minutes by the 20th. Please submit
to lakesidegemandmineral@yahoo.com
or to mickeemadden@charter.net

Diatomite Trip
Near Royal City, WA

April 26, 2009

Lakeside Gem & Mineral Club is planning
a trip to the Diatomite Mine near Royal
City, Washington. It is on Sunday, April
26th. We will be meeting at the gas pumps
at the Fred Meyer Store on Welsian Way
in Richland, WA, and leaving by 8:00am.
Those wanting to meet at the Vernite
Bridge Rest Area, we will be leaving there
by 9:15am. There will be a sign up sheet at
the April Meeting. If you can't make it and
want to go on the trip, call Heather Moon
at (509) 586-1978 to sign up. It's hit or
miss to catch me at home, so please leave a
message. The mine belongs to the Celite
Corporation (509) 787-4575. The mine
manager is Mark Kuchtyn (509) 787-1575.
I would like to call and at least let him
know we will be coming out and about
how many will be there.
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March 10, 2009 Jr. Rock Club
The meeting was called to order at 6:46 P.M. with 2 guests
joining us, Joseph, age 9, and 5-year old Makayla. Due to
our unusual meeting last month at the Library, no minerals
were past out to students and thus no Mineral-of-the-Month
reports occurred tonight. Two students did select for next
month however, Grace chose a Sandflower and Brandon
chose Azurite. We look forward to those reports at our April
14th meeting. Birthdays were recognized and badges were
distributed by Jennifer Kasko who holds this responsibility.
Special recognitions went to Justin for earning his
Rockhound Badge. Congratulations to all, especially Justin!
Door Prize Drawings included 4 in all, to make up for last
month. Darian selected Aragonite from Morocco, Micheala
a __?, Joseph an Ammonite, and Daniel chose a professional
rock hammer donated by Don Snyder! Everyone was
delighted with their treasures. The highlight of the evening
was the children sharing their treasures in a fantastic Show-
N-Tell Time. Brandon shared a Ginkgo Forest Gem Shop
fish fossil, Swayde a fire agate found at school, Dylan a
fulgurite (sp?) from Morocco, also from the Ginkgo Forest
Gem Shop. Makayla brought garnets from Idaho to share
with everyone, fortilla, thunder eggs, and petrified wood.
Darian showed us Aragonite from Morocco. Brothers Josiah
and Andrew showed a large personal collection of various
specimens, mentioning specifically, clear calcite, zeolite,
silver, apocrolyte from India and crystal from Madagascar.
Justin visited grandparents in central Texas and returned
with limestone fossil shells, ammonite, sand dollars to share
with everyone in the club, snail shell, oysters, sea urchins,
AND chert samples to share too, stating the native
Americans made arrowheads out of it. Calcite crystals were
given to add to everyone's collections, with explanation
being it may be Iceland Spar calcite, a donation from Linda
Spinner some time back. Diamond Dan Children's Magazine
and coloring books will be ordered and available at the Rock
Show. (See his Internet connection for info on his magazine
and badge program too.) The Jr Club will order two copies
of the magazine to keep in our lending library. Other items
will be made available from the adult club as well beginning
next month. Tonight's activity included rock sorting and
counting in preparation for making gem trees to be sold at
the Rock Show. Parents were invited and instructed on how
to twist wire cut from spools to make the branches for the
gem trees. Finally, the grand finale brought HUGE
excitement; beautiful specimen collection boxes donated by
Don Snyder, one for everyone, which included many free
specimens too. I wish I could share the joy of delight in the
hoops and hollers of all the children! (Leftover boxes will be
first come, first served to club members until done.) Don,
your gifts were well received! Fliers for the upcoming Rock
Show were distributed for all to share and post everywhere
they can to invite the public.

MANY THANKS TO ALL THE PARENTS WHO
ASSISTED TONIGHT! Thanks for taking the minutes,
demonstrating gem tree making, birthday and badge
recognition, passing out and collecting items and
helping the children during the many activities.
Without you, we couldn't do the things we do. Thank
you! Parents, please begin now helping your child
getting labels made for their collection and laying
out/designing their Rock Show display. Take some
time preparing a terrific display; there are great
rewards for a job well done! Ask if you have questions.
Keep working on your sash badges. Go to this website
for more information: www.amfed.org Be sure to mark
your calendars for the 2nd Tuesday of each month for
our Jr. Club meetings, except July. Thanks parents for
working on the gem tree wire branches; a few done
here and there and you'll be done quickly. However,
you'll find it impossible to do all the work on
deadline...your wrists will complain. Let us know if
you want more wire; I'm on my third spool already.
Call Amy at 735-2664 or Thora at 582-4297

Junior Page
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Lakeside Gem & Mineral Show
April 18th & 19th

Planning is going well for our Annual Gem and Mineral Show that will be held on April 18 th and
19th.
Set-up will happen on Friday, April 17th.  We will need all the help we can get to move equipment
from the storage building to the Fairgrounds on Friday and then back to the storage on Sunday
evening.  Either sign up at the April Club meeting or contact Dave Westland at 735-9678 if you can
help.  Pick-up trucks will be needed to help haul items.

At the Fairgrounds, starting at 9:00 am, workers will set up sawhorses, set up tables, drape tables, etc.
Jobs for everyone!  Lunch will be provided for the workers at noon.  The plan is to have all the dealer
spaces ready by noon.  In the afternoon, members can set up their display cases and help with the
finishing touches of set-up.

Friday evening at 6 pm, we will have a potluck dinner for all.  The Club is going to provide fried
chicken, baked beans and dinner rolls.  Please bring a salad or dessert to share.  The Club will
provide drinks, plates, napkins and forks.

The Show opens at 10:00 on Saturday and Sunday.  It closes at 5:00 on Saturday and 4:00 on
Sunday.  During the Show, lots of help will be needed to run the silent auction, sell tickets, crack
geodes, help with the kid’s corner, etc.  Sign-up sheets will be at the April Club meeting.  If you
cannot attend the meeting, but want to help, call Evelyn at 628-0170.

Mickee Madden is in charge of displays.  We have great need for more club members to display their
collections.  The Club does have display cases that can be used for the Show.  Either sign up at the
April meeting or call Mickee at 582-8599 and tell her that you will provide a display.

Donations are needed for the Silent Auction table and also for door prizes.  Please bring your
donations to the meeting or the Fairgrounds.

There will be an informational letter sent to each of you the week of April 13th.  If you do not
receive a letter by April 15th, call Evelyn at 628-0170.

There will be yard signs at the April meeting.  Please take one home with you and either place it in
your front yard or in a prominent location.  Due to the cost of the signs, we ask that you return the
sign so that it can be used next year.

Also, Show flyers will be available at the April meeting.  Your help in distributing the flyers is
greatly appreciated.

Thanks for your support,
The Show Committee Any club members planning to camp at the Fairgrounds,

please call:
Norm Massey: 1-509-246-8406
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HINTS & TIPS FOR ROCKHOUNDS,
(Use at your own risk!).

Submitted by Maryann Benny

Super Windex does a really super job of taking
dried latex paint off your hands (and arms and
glasses - depending on how sloppy you are)
after a day of painting in the hot sun! Use it just
as if it were liquid hand soap - lather up and
rinse. It even takes the paint off your
fingernails! - J. Bourne, ShinSkinner News,
Sept. 2005 via Quarry Quips March 2006.

When cutting irregular shaped cabochons, such
as a heart that can not be fully cut or polished at
the wheel, finish cutting with a carborundum
stick. Sand with silicon carbide cloth wrapped
around a Popsickle stick. Unless the crevice is
very deep, it will polish on a leather buff. -
Author Unknown - via Quarry Quips March
2006.

To bring out the color in chrysocolla, place the
piece in full strength chlorine bleach. Let it soak
for as long as it takes. This works really well,
and brings out some great colors. - Breccia via
Del Air Bulletin - May 2006.

Don't throw that old telephone book away! Use
it to wrap specimens in the field.  Very small
specimens can be glued to a piece of cardboard,
loosely wrapped in newspaper, then put in a
butter tub. Once home, soak off the cardboard. -
Breccia via Del Air Bulletin - May 2006.

ZAM will polish both metal and soft materials
making it the perfect polish for turquoise
mounted in sterling silver. - Breccia via Del Air
Bulletin - May 2006.

Denim Patches - Did you know that denim iron
on patches make excellent polishing disks? They
will adhere to surfaces when ordinary glues will
not. Obtain the largest ones you can to fit your
wheel disks, and cut to fit. - Agatizer - 11/01 via
Rock Writings - May 2006.

©1997-2005 Openwave Systems Inc. All rights
reserved.

The Feather River Lapidary and Mineral Society (FRLMS)
Proudly Announces a Special Contest:

The First Annual
World Rock Tumbling Championships

We are a relatively new lapidary club, and we have decided
that the world needs an international rock tumbling

championship to see who really is the very best rock tumbler
in the entire world.

This contest is open to everyone, in every country, who would
like to see how they rank in the popular worldwide field of
rock tumbling. There are no age limits or other restrictions.
Here’s how it works: Once we receive your completed
application with your $40.00 entry fee (entries must be
postmarked by May 1, 2009), we will send you, via Postal
Priority Mail, about 4 pounds of our special Stoney Creek
Jasper tumbling rock. Then, you will tumble the rock in a
rotary or vibratory tumbler and mail ½ pound of your best
pieces back to us for judging--the entries must be received by
us no later than September 15, 2009. Yes, you may grind the
rocks with an 80-grit or coarser wheel to remove cracks and
flaws in Stage 1. Once your entries are received, our elite
panel of judges will then evaluate each entry on the basis of
smoothness, shape, shine and overall appeal. The results of the
judging will be announced at the Annual Rock and Gem Show
of the FRLMS on Sunday, October 4, 2009 at 2:00 PM, in
Oroville, California.
This year’s prizes are:
1st Place: $250.00 Cash + Perpetual Trophy Inscription +
World-Wide Bragging Rights
2nd Place: $100 Cash
3rd Place: Lortone Model 33B Twin Barrel Rock Tumbler
We are hoping that every rock club will sponsor their top
tumbler(s) to see just how good they are when matched up
against the best of the best. This means that the Reno Gem &
Mineral Society is invited to sponsor an entry, as well as the 7
Regional Federations of the AFMS. Moms, Dads and Kids
everywhere are hereby invited to send in an application--
someone has to win--it might as well be you! And you
tumblers in Hawaii, Australia, Mexico, France, England and
Germany--send us your best rock tumblers. This includes all
you internet tumblers--it’s time to quit blogging about how
good you are and put your rock tumbling skills to the supreme
test!
We are asking all Lapidary Shops and Equipment
Manufacturers to post this notice so all their customers hear
about this first-ever contest. And one day, we’ll be on the
front cover of Rock & Gem Magazine! If you would like more
information about this contest, please log on to

www.orovillerocks.com .

Banging your head against a wall uses 150
calories an hour.

(Taken from: The Albuquerque Gem &
Mineral Club’s  News Nuggets
January 2009
newsletter.)
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Lucas Creek - Thrills & Spills
By Andy Johnson

     September 7th began early as I awoke with the excitement and anticipation of going to a place I had never been before
and finding treasures of nature which I had been assured of, would surely be waiting to be found. This golden gate
destination was the North fork of Lucas Creek.  I had already pre-packed my camera, 5 gal. bucket, 4 prong short handle
garden rake, sunglasses, water, snacks & cooler and an extra set of clothes and shoes and was ready to travel to the other
side of the mountains. My travelling companion and fellow rock hound was Ms. Willie from Yakima, WA.
     We were on the road by 6:30 am heading West on Hwy 12 over White Pass through the Cascade Mountains. There is no
better early morning experience than travelling over this scenic highway on a gorgeous bluebird day withy a sunrise that
would cause one to stop and pause just to soak up and absorb the colors which were beginning to be revealed as the sun
began to shine it's light on the mountain tops and to take a deep breath of crisp clean fresh mountain air. We reached the
summit of White Pass around 7:50am and began our decent down the mountain passing through the sleepy community of
Packwood which this day was hosting some kind of cycling event. This we surmised as we passed groups of bicyclist
bicycling west to somewhere. We made a quick pit stop at the only major rest area along the way to rid ourselves of the pot
of coffee we had drunk earlier. Once done we proceeded on to Mary’s Corner, named after Mary Rogers a gal who ran a
store there in the early 20's and which is located approx. 10 miles SW of Chehalis,Wa. It was here that we took a right turn
travelling North on the Jackson Hwy for roughly 4 miles to a little country store where we would hook up with another
group of  agateer's. We arrived at approx 9:20am and found that our fellow rock hounds were already there and primed to
go. A friend of mine from Aberdeen Tom and his family arrived shortly after our arrival.
     After a short exchange of handshakes and introductions our party of 9 embarked up the road on the the N.fork of Lucas
Creek with Tom assuming the roll of leader and pathfinder. In no time at all it seemed we arrived at the appointed location
around 9:50am. We all parked our rigs essentially in the only area that provided off-road/shoulder parking available in that
stretch... In no time at all everyone had gathered their equipment and set out single file through a line of brush and thicket
towards the creek.    As I recall Tom led the way followed by his brother John, nephew Cody, his daughter and
granddaughter riding the shoulders of mom, Willie, myself, Jake and Dan and company bringing up the rear. We were
spread out 10-15 feet apart and as we drew closer to the creek I could hear commotion and words of excitement up ahead of
us and I wondered if someone had already found the 1ST ONE. As we came to the bank of the creek where Tom’s daughter
was standing and which was several feet above the creek bed we noticed Cody walking out of the creek towards where
Tom and his brother John were standing on a small gravel bar. Cody had broken the ice by slipping in the creek and getting
wet. I should mention at this point that no one was expecting the creek to have as much water in it as it did and as we would
later learn, those pesky beavers had been up to their handiwork downstream.
     Once at the creek bank it was necessary to make a little jump of several feet to the other side onto this little spit of a
gravel bar where Tom, John and now wet Cody were waiting for everyone else. Tom's daughter handed off the child to
John who had waded out to get her and then pass her off to grandpa before exiting the creek. With some apprehension it
was now time for her to make a short leap of faith to reach the other side and with some instruction and encouragement
from her father and Uncle she jumped. HOWEVER....she lost her footing upon landing and stepped backwards falling full
monte into the creek on her fanny pack. I must confess that having just witnessed this splash down I began chuckling and
laughing internally at her misfortune as well as my impending premonition about Ms.Willies agility ability and never
doubting for one moment that I would have any difficulty making the crossing......WRONG!!!,  as Tom's daughter exited
the creek it was now time for Willie to make a short jump but I could tell she had some reservations about this maneuver so
I offered to steady her by holding her left hand as she positioned herself on the bank for the short jump. When she turned
around and took a hold of my hand/wrist she slipped on the slippery bank, lost her balance and footing and as you may
have guessed by now fell backwards into the creek and yep..... As you probably know her momentum and grip took me in
and I followed her face first, undoubtedly performing the first ever Lucas Creek belly flop.... It was a double splash down
worthy of an Olympic gold medal. Unfortunately no cameras were positioned or rolling to capture the moment.
     Next in line for the creek crossing was Jake who having just witnessed rock hounds transformed into water dogs at the
Lucas Cr. Fallies opted to change into his shorts which he later regretted as he had an encounter with those naughty nettles.
Next was Dan who with his trusty Chesapeake rock-hound made the crossing without incident. Needless to say that with
the majority of the group already wet, the need and necessity of staying dry evaporated from our thoughts and we
proceeded upstream over the hills and through the woods and some logs to a place we mud slid back into the creek to a
good size gravel bar where there was ample sunlight and where everyone began finding agates. As the morning grew old
the group strung out moving upstream to larger gravel bars where there was even more sunlight & more AGATES of all
sizes, shapes & colors.
     As 2:30 crept up on everyone there were comments about the time and calling it a day as the days trek to and up the
creek, the digging, raking and bucket sluicing were now being felt in the bodies and backs of those present with the
exception of those Westside agate marathoner's. Shortly thereafter the troops re-assembled and withdrew; single file back
down the creek a short ways & up a more user friendly creek bank and then back to the road several hundred yards away
through a user friendly field offering an obstacle free retreat. All of us returned safely to our rigs where we had a time out
to gather our thoughts and change into some dry clothes. After a few photo op's and some show and tell conversation all bid
each other farewell with a promise to do it all over again...
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Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club Board Minutes
Monday, March 16, 2009

Present:  Evelyn Cataldo, Steve Shoemaker, Pat Lambert,
Heather Moon, Max Hatfield, Mary Lou Omstead, Mickee
Madden, Leona George, Larry Hulstrom, Judi Allison
It was decided by the membership that we will do the fair.  The
form has been sent in. We will get 35 day passes, 2 week long
passes and 2 parking passes.  If we are moved, there might be an
issues with the lights.  Max will check.
 We again discussed the possibility of purchasing a projection
system for a laptop.  We decided to plan on purchasing it after the
show.  The silent auction will consist of donations and a 50/50
spilt.  We will check on the possibility of rental or borrowing one
if need be.
Next year we will consider raising the door entarance and dealer
fee.
Evelyn will present a program, “Fossil Critters From the Sea.”
Pat will print extra newsletters fo distribution to new and/or
potential members at the show.
Leona is now in possession of the historical items.
 Jackie Koppany has asked about the possibility of putting
together a welcome packet for new members.  The board
sanctioned such, with a statement of “marvelous idea!”
April Board and Show meeting date is Monday the 13 with
the board meeting following the 6:30 Show meeting –
remember: all members are welcome.
Secretary, Judi Allison
Show meeting 3/16/09– directly before the board meeting.
Present:  Evelyn Cataldo, Steve Shoemaker, Pat Lambert,
Heather Moon, Max Hatfield, Mary Lou Omstead, Mickee
Madden, Leona George, Larry Hulstrom, Judi Allison, Dave
Westland, Don Snyder, Thora Trumbo, Jerry and Chris Sorensen
*Advertising: Larry is handling the audio and video media again
this year. He will coordinate with the Yakima club about any TV
spots.  Jane Moore is doing the print advertising again.
*Henry’s has committed as a food vendor.
*Sound system: Is located, and will be set up.
*Flyers: Are done and some have been distributed.
*Dealers: On dealer has asked for an additional 8 feet and the
change has been approved.
*Divider material  and hardware has been ordered and has been
shipped.
*Security: Bill Mace will do the day security.  Don Snyder has
consented to do the night time security.  Dave will also ask John
Weed.
*Showcases: Mickee and Steve Madden are learning what needs
to be done and working on the process.  They will order the award
plaques.
*Junior Corner:  Thora Trumbo will be in charge.
*Friday lunch and dinner: Lunch will consist of makings for
sandwiches and chips/veggies/fruit/etc.  We will purchase fried
chicken from Albertson’s and make baked beans and have rolls
and drinks available.  Members will furnish salads or desserts.
*Membership table: we will probably set one close to the
demonstration table.
*Signs will be brought to the next meeting for members to
distribute and/or place on their property.
*Evelyn and Linda Spinner will compile a letter to the general
membership about the show.
Last meeting April 13 at 6:30.  Secretary, Judi Allison

Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club Minutes
Wednesday, March 4, 2009

President, Steve Shoemaker welcomed our guests for
the evening, Allan and Mary
Early, Mike Babb, Cecil Youngs and Darla Gonzales.
Treasurer’s Report: We have had income from our
rock workshops, and payments for dealers for the
show.  Expenses included year-end awards,
additional Christmas party expenses, and a building
fee for the Show.  The Juniors had an expense for a
book/DVD set.
Door Prize: Judy Davis got to pick out a prize as the
member with the winning number.
April Show:  Sign up sheets for set up, take down
and show case display were passed around.  Max
Hatfield shared the floor plan for set up this year.
Silent auction will be in the back to help alleviate
some of the congestion at the entrance.  Juniors will
have a bit of additional space to accommodate the
youngsters.  We will be getting fixtures and drapery
materials to use as dividers and to section off the
hospitality room.
Field Trips:  New field trip coordinator, Andy
Johnson reminded all about the upcoming trip to the
Diatom Pits led by Heather Moon on April 25th.  If
you need details, you can call Andy or Heather.
Announcements:  Steve announced that we have lost
two of our members; Leona Mattison and Ken
Towle.  Cards were available for members to sign.
Our condolences go out to their families.
Bragging Table: Max Hatfield shared a Gary green
jasper from near McDermott.  He also brought a
couple of the glass beads he had made.
Kerry Norton showed off a piece of heart shaped
petrified wood.
Elmer Ringering had a collection of heart shaped
cabs, red petrified wood from the Middle Fork of the
John Day River and a cactus quartz cluster purchased
in Quartzite.
Rhea Bowerly said her piece of heart shaped rainbow
obsidian was purchased in remembrance of her mom,
whom she just lost.  She also displayed a necklace
from Jerusalem a friend had given her.
Janet Stock turned a piece of rough she had won at
our Rock BINGO night into a cab with red streaks.
Mary Lou Omstead showed off a heart shaped agate
cab that proved one could make a heart shape on a
flat lap-complements of Rhea Bowerly and Heather
Moon.
Pat Snyder shared her story of the amethyst cathedral
brought back from Tucson for someone that she
really hated to part with.
Judi Allison brought some pieces of green fluorite
she was polishing and a green jasper cab.
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Secretary, Judi Allison
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LAKESIDE GEM & MINERAL CLUB, INC.

KENNEWICK, WASHINGTON

THE GEODE is the official monthly bulletin of the
Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club, Inc.  Regular
meetings are held the first Wednesday of each month
(except July & December) at The Banner Bank, 203
West First Ave., Kennewick, WA.  The purpose of the
club is to promote activities of mutual interest for
collecting and displaying of gems and minerals.  All
correspondence should be addressed to LAKESIDE
GEM & MINERAL CLUB, INC., PO Box 6652,
Kennewick, WA. 99336-0603.  Permission is granted
to reprint articles from THE GEODE, provided that the
appropriate credit is given.

The editor email address is:
lakesidegemandmineral@yahoo.com
Or mickeemadden@charter.net

The club website is www.lsgmc.org
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President: Steve Shoemaker   521-5623

Vice President: Max Hatfield   582-6028

Secretary:    Judi Allison   541-720-4950

Treasurer:    Heather Moon  586-1978

Director: Evelyn Catldo

Director:  Rosalie Faubion

Past President: Ron Passage

Federation Director: Larry Hulstrom

Geode Editor: Mickee Madden
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Bulletin Editor: Mickee Madden   582-8599

Federation: Larry Hulstrom   783-6210

Junior Club Leaders: Thora Trumbo   582-4297

Junior Helpers: Amy Coleman   735-2664

                          Jennifer Kasko   586-6383
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Adopt-A-Highway: Cyndy Sharer
Door Prizes & Speakers Gifts: Ron Passage
Field Trips: Andy Johnson
Historian: Leona George
Website: Doug Staudt
Membership: Pat Lambert
Program: OPEN
Refreshments: Mary Lou Omstead
Library: Mary Lou Omstead
Sunshine Chairman: Pat Harmon 586-9621
WSMC Delegates: Ed Thornton & Andy Johnson

 LIFE MEMBERS: Floyd & Leona George

AFFILIATIONS:
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS)
http://www.amfed.org

Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies (NFMS)
http://www.amfed.org/nfms

Washington State Mineral Council (WSMC)
http://www.mineralcouncil.org/

Dues:  Effective for Year 2009
Annual Membership: $15.00 per family OR $10.00 per
person OR $3.00 per Junior Club member
The Geode (subscription only): $5.00 (restrictions apply)
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LAKESIDE GEM & MINERAL CLUB, INC.
PO Box 6652
Kennewick, WA      99336-0603

In them lies the hearts and minds of rockhound adventurers.


